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 Swaziland:  Walking to Clothe the Children 

Can We Help? 

Twelve young people from our Companion Diocese of Swaziland have just undertaken a 

200km walk, over a 7 day period from 7th to 13th April.   

This would be quite an undertaking in any circumstances, but was particularly so given 

the mountainous terrain in parts of Swaziland and the lack of proper roads in rural areas. 

 

This was a sponsored walk and its purpose was to raise funds for and awareness of the 

difficulties faced by most children who want to attend school in the rural areas. The 

poorest children, who are so eager to attend school, go barefoot and without proper 

uniforms. School uniforms, which are required in Swaziland, are quite basic, but many 

families cannot provide them and so too many children go dressed in what Bishop Ellinah 

described as ‘rags and tatters’ – or are unable to attend school.  

 

The money raised from sponsorship pledges and collections during the walk is to be used 

to purchase school uniforms and shoes for the most needy children. The walkers’ aim is 

to provide uniforms for 200 children - although the number in need is far higher. 

 

The walkers were given food and shelter by homesteads and small communities along 

their way and the walk impacted on the communities visited as the group met with 

children and young people and talked about life skills, personal wellbeing and the 

importance of education. 

 

When I was in Swaziland, in December, we spent time with members of the Diocesan 

Youth Group and were impressed by their commitment and enthusiasm.   

As Companions, we agreed that Iowa and Brechin should try to support them in their 

aim to provide school uniforms for these poorest children. This was also a priority 

identified by Bishop Ellinah in our discussions with her. 

A basic school uniform will cost around £30. 

 

I hope that individuals, families and/or congregations in our diocese might be inspired to 

support this worthwhile Companionship project.  

 

Please send or pass any donations to me with cheques made out to Holy Trinity Church. 

As with all other diocesan donations for Swaziland, the Treasurer at Holy Trinity Church 

will arrange transfer of all donations to the Diocesan Office in Swaziland, for 

disbursement to this project. 

 

Best wishes. 

 

Pat Millar 
 

Companion Links Officer 

Diocese of Brechin. 

 

 
 
 


