
Do you wish to make a change, whether by introduc-
tion, alteration or removal to the structure, ecclesiasti-
cal furniture or ornaments, monuments, mural tables, 
painted windows of your Church, or undertake a 
scheme of redecoration, or alter your lighting, sound or 
heating system? If these are minor works please check 
Appendix 1. 

Are the changes permanent? 

The proposals must be advertised to the congregation 
and a Canon 35 Pre-Application Form completed and 
submitted to the Bishop and the Diocesan Buildings Com-
mittee. If it is a listed building, please inform HES.  

Do the changes involve work to the exterior of the Church? 

Members of the Congregation are allowed 4 weeks 
in which to make written representations. 

Have representations or comments been received? 

You have 6 months after the consultation period in 
which to complete and submit a Canon 35 applica-
tion form to the Diocesan Buildings Committee. 

A decision will be made within 4 weeks of the Appli-
cation being submitted. 

Are you and your Congregation happy with that 
decision? 

Flow Chart—The Process of making an application under Canon 35. 

Please consult this chart in conjunction with the written documents found on the Diocesan website under Resources—Buildings 

No further action is re-

quired at this stage. 
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Places of worship are 
exempt from obtaining 
listed building consent 
although some Christian 
denominations have vol-
untarily sought consent 
for external alterations. 
Approval must also be 
sought from local plan-
ning authority. 
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You can reorder the ec-
clesiastical furniture and 
ornaments of your church 
on an experimental basis 
for a period of not less 
than 3 and not more than 
9 months, provided all 
the work is reversible and 
no structural alteration is 
involved. An experimental 
re-ordering form should 
be completed and sub-
mitted 2 weeks before 
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At the end of the experi-
mental period do you 
wish the changes to be 
made permanent? 

Yes 

Reverse the changes. 
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You or members of 
your congregation 
may wish to lodge an 
Appeal with the Pro-
vincial Buildings com-
mittee. 
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You have 3 years in 
which to begin the 
work. 
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These representations 
must be considered by 
the Vestry. 

In the light of these 
representations, do you 
wish to proceed with 
the application, modi-
fied or otherwise? 

No 

Please inform the Diocesan Secre-
tary that you do not wish to pro-
ceed with a formal application. 

See Ecclesiastical Ex-
emption Guide (HES). 
Approval must also be 
sought under Canon 35. 


